WHAT TOUCHES  ALL
he may have spoken, there was never a more thorough-
going Englishman than this bearer of a royal English
name, English in nothing more typically than a sense of
fair dealing that caused him to glory in the motto, " Keep
pact," coupled with a holy determination to exact his
rights, under any formal pact, to the last letter and the last
farthing. That a Scot or a Welshman should dare to lift
a patriotic hand against him outraged Ms moral sense ;
he felt abont Sir William Wallace much as conscientious
diehards felt about Sir Roger Casement. An impetuous,
hard-slogging, plain-spoken man, with no nonsense about
Mm, he was all that plain John Bull expected a king to be.
It was of an importance that can hardly be over-
estimated, that just such a man as this should have been
at the head of affairs during the thirty-five critical years
of his reign. For the whole subsequent course of English
history might be determined by the way in which things
shaped themselves while all was still in a balance whose
slightest tilt, one way or the other, would be decisive of
her future destiny.
And if we are told that the idea of a patriot King
at the head of a united nation was completely unfeudal
or unmedieval, we may let Edward speak for himself,
and we can easily visualize the scene, since it was from
a platform that he had specially caused to be set up in
front of Westminster Hall, with the Abbey opposite. It
was an hour of national crisis, the worst that Edward
ever had to face. He was in the throes of a French war ;
King Philip, in his own words l " has beset my realm with
a great fleet and a great multitude of warriors, and
purposes, if his power equal his unrighteous design, to
blot out the English tongue from the face of the earth.39 He
proposed to do an unprecedented thing, to take with him
BO feudal levy, but that of the whole nation, for a grand
combined operation overseas. And he was faced with an
opposition that might at any moment flame up into
civil war. Baronial forces were indeed concentrated
1 Actually written a few months later apropos the same situation.